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Die Yeneris 31* Januarii, 1752. 


F JRdered by the Lords Spiritual and 

Temporal in Parliament aſſembled, 

That the Thanks of this Houſe be, and are 

hereby given to the Lord Biſhap of Herford, 
for the Sermon by him preached before this 
Houſe yeſterday in the Abby-Church, Ve- 
minſter; and he is hereby deſired to cauſe 
the ſame to be printed and publiſhed. 


2 | 0 ASHLEY CowreR, 4 
Cler. Parliamentor. 
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In Parliament aſſembled, 
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Abby-Church, Weſtminſter, 
On Tuunxs pA, January 30th, 1752. 


Being the Anniverſary of the MaxzTYRDOM of King i 0 
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It is a, ſingular cireumſtance, but it is as 
true as it is ſiug ular, that the late Biſhop of 


Herelord neyer preached one ſermon in his 

dioceſe duriag his long epiſcopal govern» / 5 ) 

meat over it. Nay, his Lordſhip preached W 
but one fermon during the leygthened pe- — 


riod of his epiſ:opacy, and that was on a 
- vary .aukward occafion—the martyrdom of 


. © - rable Biſhop bf Hereford never preached but. 


his Great Grandfather, Charles I. 
It is not ſtrictly true, that the late. vene- | 


ons ſermorafter hi conſecration, although a 
it is vary true that no Biſhop ever preached . 
ſo few ; but ptearhing was not within his 
compaſs, ſor in his eatly days his voice was | 
ſo feeble, that His congregation at Windtor, 
where he was a Canon, could not lear him 
ſo as to profit in the leaſt; and it is c-rtain 
that he never preached before the Society | 
for Propagating the Goſpel, which every. 
Biſhop in his turn is expected to du.—Re- | 
tirement was his ambiti.n, and he collected 
a very large library, to whar purp>ſe cannot 
be known, as he never publiſhed any thing. 
except his Martyrdom Sermon. 2 
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I SAMUEL XV, 23. former Part. 


Rebellion is as the Sin of Witchcraft, 
and Stubbornneſs is as Iniquity and 
Idolatry. 


T* E Words now recited are part of that 
ſolemn and ſevere Reflection made by 
the Prophet Samuel, on account of the 
unhappy Conduct of King Saul. This Prince 
had an expreſs Commiſſion from Gop to go and 
deſtroy the Sinners, the Amalekites ; a Nation, 
that had for many Years been under a divine 


Sentence of utter Extirpation. For we read in 


Exodus, that when the Children of Mael were 
newly come out of Egypt, the Amalekites laid in 
wait for them by the Way; and without any 
Reaſon or Provocation attacked them in a baſe 
and hoſtile manner: and when they were diſ- 

comfited 


A SERMON Preached 


comfited by Joſhua, then the Lord ſaid unto 
oa... Moſes, Write this for a Memorial in a Book, and 
xvii. 14. rebearſe it in the Ears of Toſhua for T will ur 
terly put out the Remembrance of Amalek from 
under Heaven. The ſame Purpoſe of GoD we 
find afterwards repeated in the Prophecy of Ba- 
Numbers jlaam. And when he looked on Amalek, he took 
xv. 20. up his Parable and ſaid, — Amalek was the firſt of 
the Nations, but his latter End ſhall be, that he 
periſh for ever. And this we find again confirm- 
ed in Deuteronomy, with ſome Reaſons expreſſed 
for the Severity of the divine Judgements, Re- 
—_— member what Amalek* did . unto thee by the Way, 
when ye were come forth out of Egypt : how he 
met thee by the Way, and ſmote the hindmoft of 


thee, even all that were feeble behind thee, when 
thou waſt faint and weary; and he feared nat God, 
Therefore it ſhall be, when the Lord thy God hath 
given thee reſt from all thine Enemies round about, 
in the Land which the Lord thy God giveth thee 
for an Inheritance to poſſeſs it, that thou ſl:alt blot 
out the remembrance of Amalek from under Hea- 
ven; thou ſhalt not forget it. This dreadful In- 
Nance of Gop's avenging Judgements, thus re- 
peatedly denounced, againſt a devoted Nation, 
was not actually inflicted till the Reign of King 
Saul; whom G oD was' pleaſed to make choice 
of for the Inſtrument of his uſtice, and charged 
him with particular Inſtructions in the Execution 
ram of it, —Now go and ſmite Amaleh, and utterly 
$59 EY deſtrey 
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deſtroy all that they have, and ſpare them not; 
but - flay both Man and Woman, Infant and Suck- 
ling, Ox and Sheep, Camel and Aſs. One would 
think nothing leſs than a perfect and entire Obe- 
dience would have been paid to a divine Com- 
mand, ſo peremptory and clear: whereas this 


2 


Hiſtory acquaints us, that Saul and the People 1 Sam. 4 
' ſhared Agag the King of the Amalekites, and took" ®' 9 


him alive, and the beſt of the Sheep and of the 
Oxen, and of the Fatlings and Lambs, and all 
that was good, and did not utterly deſtroy them; 
but every thing that was wile and refuſe, that they 
deftroyed utterly. And when Saul was reproved 
by Samuel for fo partial a Performance of his 
Duty, the King firſt endeavours to excuſe him- 
ſelf by laying the Blame upon his People; and 
then has recourſe to a religious Pretence, that of 
Sacrificing to the Lord in Gilgal. Upon which 
follows that very ſevere, though juſt Expoſtula- 
tion of the Prophet, Hath the Lord as great de- 
light in Burni- Offerings and Sacrifices, as in obey- 
ing the Voice of the Lord? Behold, to obey is 


better than Sacrifice, and to bearken than the Fat 


of Rams. For Rebellion is as the Sin of Witch- 


craft, and Stubbornneſi is as Iniquity and 1dolatry, 
or, as the Iniquity of Idolatry. 


So wilful a Diſobedience to the expreſs Com- 


mands of Gop (as we are now conſidering) i is a 


— 
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— 


manifeſt Denial or Renunciation of his Autho- 
rity; and as ſuch muſt incur the Guilt and Im- 
putation of Rebellion: nor can ſuch an Apoſtacy 
from the living Gop be more aptly exemplified 
than in the Folly and Practice of thoſe Perſons, 
who apply for Counſel or Protection, to Auguries, 
Divinations and Enchantments, implied in the 
Word Witchcraft, This Rebellion is therefore 
as the Sin of Witchoraft. The latter Part of the 
Text is much of the ſame Import, only confirm- 
ing and illuſtrating the former: Stubbornneſs ts 
as Iniquity and Idolatry, Whoever follows the 
Bent of his own perverſe Inclinations, in oppoſi- 
tion to: the poſitive Precepts of Gop, does he 
not in fact ſet up Idols in his own Heart to wor- 
ſhip them? Is he not daily offering Incenſe to 
his own ſullen Humours and vain Devices? and 
does not this amount to the Iniquity of formal 
Idolatry? Moreover, we find that Idolatry, Di- 
vinations, and the like, were ſome of thoſe hein 
ous Offences, for which the Amalekites were 
doomed to ſuch exemplary Puniſhment. -- And 
was not this Puniſhment inflicted by One, who, 
in the very Execution of it, became guilty of 
ſimilar Crimes? How intereſting therefore: 
how deeply affecting to the diſobedient King, was 
this ſeaſonable and appoſite Reflection of the 
Prophet,. Rebellion is as the Sin of Ni #eheraft, 
and wad is as Iniquity and Sdolatry'' 
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Tus aſſertion of the Text, eh peculiar 
to the Caſe of Saul, and immediately relative to 
his Diſobedience to Gop himſelf, may yet be 
conſidered in a more extenſive View, and will 
afford us a Leſſon of general Inſtruction. For 
from hence we may learn, that Rebellion of any 
kind muſt be ſinful in itſelf, and fatal in its 


Conſequences, whether it be againſt the Law of Ea ares vilꝛ 


Goa, or the Law of the King. 


THIS Propoſition I ſhall endeavour to illuſ- 
trate by a few Obſervations, which will natu- 
rally lead us to refle& on the ſad Occaſion of the 
preſent Solemnity, with proper Uſes to be made 
of this Anniverſary Humiliation, 


I. And firſt, It » very obvious to obſerve on 


this Subject, that Rebellion was the original 
Cauſe of all Sin and Miſery. On this account it 


was that the Angels, thoſe moſt perfect and glo- 
rious of all created Beings, forfeited their Inno- 


cence and their Happineſs. By this hey kept not Jude 6. 


their fir/i Eftate, but left their own Habitation, 
and are reſerved in everlaſting Chains under Dark- 
neſs, unto the Judgement of the great Day. Our 
firſt Parents in like manner, ſeduced by theſe 
rebellious Spirits, gave an early Inſtance of their 
Diſobedience to their Maker; and entailed therc- 
by on themſelves and Poſterity both the Guilt 
and Puniſhment of ſo heinous an Offence, From 


B this 
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this bitter Fountain are derived all Evils, phyſical 
and moral, that have ever infeſted Mankind. 
We may farther remark, that this Principle of 
Diſobedience ſeems natural to Man; it ſhews it- 
ſelf even in Infancy, before the Judgement can 
be formed, or the Aﬀections biaſſed: and in ma- 
turer Age, Nittmur in Vetitum, has been ever 
found and acknowledged as a prevailing Paſſion. 
So evident are the Symptoms of that original 
Tranſgreſſion and Curſe attending it in all the 
Deſcendants of Adam, as to afford no ſmall Light 
and Confirmation to the Scripture Hiſtory of the 


Fall, 


II. Wx may obſerve that this corrupt Princi- 


K * ii, ple, always working in the Children of Diſobedi- 


ence, is naturally productive of the greateſt Miſ- 
chiefs, It ſubverts and deſtroys the very Being of 
Civil Society; which is founded upon, and can 
ſubſiſt on no other Baſis, than that of Submiſſion 
and Obedience. At the firſt View it appears ab- 
ſurd to ſuppoſe a Society, and at the ſame time 
to ſuppoſe no Subordination of the Members of 
that Society, or no Obligation to the Rules and 
Governors of it. An Oppoſition therefore to 
public Authority, or in other Words, Rebellion, 
has a neceſſary Tendency to the Diſſolution of 
Society; and deprives Men of all thoſe Benefits 
and Bleſſings, for the Security of which Societies 


were framed and Governments eſtabliſhed, Any 
violent 
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violent Interruption of a regular Adminiſtration, 


is ſo many Advances towards a State of Anarchy; 


and a State of Anarchy, we know, is unavoida- 
bly a State of Confuſion. For in this Caſe, all 
proper Methods for redreſs of Injuries are utterly 
aboliſhed ; all the Fences of Diſtinction, Pro- 
perty, Liberty, and of Life itſelf, are thrown 
down ; every Man becomes a Prey to his Neigh- 
bour; the Victors and the Vanquiſhed ſuffer 
equally by turns. To ſuch a State as this, we 
may preſume, the Jew:/h Nation was making, 
near Approaches, when the Prophet foretold, 
That the People ſhall be oppreſſed, every one by 


— 


another, and every one by Bis Neighbour ; the Child Th. ii. 5: 


ſhall behave himſelf proudly againſt the Antient, 
and the Baſe againſt the Honourable. 


III. Wr may obſerve, that as the Sinfulneſs 
of Rebellion appears from the very Nature and 
Conſtitution of Things in the World; fo it be- 
comes more exceeding ſinful, as being directly re- 
pugnai:t to the Vill of Gor. As in the mate- 
rial, ſo in the moral World, we may plainly diſ- 
cern, that Gop is not the Author of Confuſion, 
but of Peace. In the ordinary Courſe of his Pro- 
vidence, He not only ſetteth faſt the Mount ainr, 
and places the Sand for the Bounds of the Seq, 
that it cannot paſs ; but hath contrived to check 
and reſtrain, fo far as free Agents can be reſtrain- 


ed, the Tumults of the People, To this end, in 


all Ages, and in every Nation, we mult aſcribe 
B 2 it 
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it to the ſuperintending Wiſdom and Goodnefs 
of the Almighty, that Governments have been 
Prov. viii. inſtituted, and ſalutary Laws enacted. By him, 
"0" ſays Solomon, Kings reign, and Princes decree 
Juſtice. For this Purpoſe, he hath inveſted the 
Magiſtrate with diſtinguiſhed Honours and Pri- 
vileges; hath ſtampt upon theſe his Vicegerents 
upon Earth the more lively Characters of his own 
Image ; their Perſons and Offices are reputed 
ſacred and inviolate; and the Deſignation of 
1 Pet, ii. their high and glorious Employment is, —for the 
* Puniſhment of Evil Doers, and the Praiſe of them 
Rom. xiii. That do well. Such higher Powers then, as St 
2: Paul affirms, being ordained of God, we cannot 
but infer with the ſame Apoſtle, that whoſoever 
reſifteth the Power, reſiſteth the Ordinance of God. 


IV. Tur Truth of this Obfervation will far- 
ther be confirmed to us, by recollecting, in the 
fourth Place, ſome of thoſe remarkable Puniſh- 
ments, inflicted by the viſible Hand of Go, on 
the Diſobedient and Rebellious. Of theſe the 
Fewrſh Hiſtory will furniſh us with inconteſtable 
Proofs. Becauſe thou haſt rejected the Word of 
the Lord, ſays the Prophet to Saul, therefore he 
hath rejected thee alſo from being King. This 
Denunciation was completely verified in the 
Event. The Crown and Kingdom of Saul was 

transferred from himſelf and Family ; the Re- 
mainder of his Life was unhappy and unſucceſs- 
ful; his Death deſperate and ignominious; he 

Was 
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was in part his own Executioner; and the finiſh- 
ing Stroke was given by an Amalekite, a ſurviv- 


ing Inſtance, probably, of the S. N s Diſobe- 
dicnce. {4 


IN the Book of Numbers we find, when Mi- 
iam and Aaron mutinied againſt Meſes, by at- 
ſuming an Equality with their ſovereign Prince, 
his Honour was vindicated in a miraculous Man- 
ner, and the ſeditious Propheteſs was puniſhed 
with a total Leproſy. This however did not cure 
the People of their wicked Diſpoſition; for ſoon 
after, we read of a far more gricvous Diſcontent, 
which at length broke out into a general Inſurrec- 
tion, A great Party of the moſt eminent Per- 
ſons aſſembled together againſt Moſes and againſt 
Aaron, ſaying, Ye take too much upon you, ſeeing 
all the Congregation are holy, every one of them, 
and the Lord is among them: Wherefore then lift 
ye up your ſelues above the Congregation of the Lord? 
Their ambitious Deſign ſeemed to aim at a Share 
in the Government, and to alter the ſettled Con- 
ſtitution both Civil and Religious. And what was 
the Ifſue of this wicked Attempt? Nothing leſs 
than a terrible and uncommon Deſtruction of all 
that were concerned in it. Thoſe that uſurped 
the ſacred Office of Aaron were inſtantaneouſly 
conſumed by a Fire from Heaven; and the Earth 
opened her Mouth and ſwallowed up thoſe who diſ- 
7 the Authority of Moſes.. Notwithſtanding 

theſe 
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theſe dreadful Judgements, the very next Morning 
all the Congregation of Irael murmured againſt 
Moſes and Aaron, ſaying, Ye have killed the People 

of the Lord: Whereupon they had all been con- 
ſumed, as in a Moment, if Moſes and Aaron had 

not interceded for them. Now they that died of 
the Plague were fourteen thouſand ſeven hundred, 

beſide them that died about the Matter of Corah. 

In ſo exemplary a Manner, under the Few! 

Diſpenſation, was Gop pleaſed to expreſs his Ha- 

tred and Abhorrence of Sedition and Rebellion. 
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To which let us ſubjoin, as the laſt Obſerva- 
tion under this Head, that the Chriſtian Inſtitu- 
tion is, of all others, the moſt friendly to Govern- 
ment, and conſequently, the moſt averſe from all 
ſeditious Practices. The Divine Author of it 
hath recommended Submiſſion to Authority both 
by his Precept and Example. His Apoſtles, up- 
on every Occaſion, never failed to inculcate and 
enforce the ſame Doctrine. Submit your ſelves, 
ſays St Peter, to every Ordinance of Man; and 
that upon no mean Principle, neither through 
Fear of Puniſhment, nor Hopes of Advantage, 
but for the Lord's Sake. Fear God: Honour the 
King:——are truly Apoſtolical Injunctions, and 
very intimately connected; he that doth the for- 
mer, will not leave the latter undone. St Jude, 
in his General Epiſtle, charges ſome Apoſtates of 
his Time, amongſt.other Immoralities, with that 
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of deſpiſng Dominion, and ſpeaking Evil of Digni- 
tres; for which he pronounces their Doom as cer- 
tain and irreverſible, as if they had long before 
periſhed in the Gainſaying of Corab. Ye muſt needs 
be ſubje#, faith St Paul to the Romans, not only 
for Wrath, but alſo for Conſcience ſake. Obedi- 
ence then to thoſe that have the Rule over us, is 
not left to any Man as Matter of Choice or Indif- 
ferency, but is ſtrictly required of all Chriſtians as 
a neceſſary Duty. 


Hap this Doctrine been more duly attended to, 
had the peaceable and loyal Spirit of Chriſtianity 
prevailed more generally in Times of our Fore- 
fathers, the fad Occaſion of this Solemnity, we 
may venture to ſay, would have happily been pre- 
vented ; this Day would not have blackened the 
Britiſh Calendar, nor diſgraced the Annals of our 
Native Country. But fo alas! it happened, that 
on this Day fell a moſt excellent Prince, not in- 
deed by a foreign Enemy in the Heat of Battle, 
not in the ſecret Receſſes of a Dungeon, not by 
the hidden Dagger, or more latent Poiſon, but in 
a Manner which no Hiſtory can parallel, in open 
Day-light, amidſt thouſands of Spectators, before 
his own Palace; being arraigned, condemned, 
and executed by his own Subjects. 


Ir will not, I preſume, be expected in this 


Place, and it may be judged as improper, as it 
would 
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would be needleſs; for me to empt the Cha- 

racter of this unfortunate Prince; for it is now, 

I think, generally allowed, that he had as many, 
Virtues, and as few Failings, as any Man in his or. 
any other Station. Neither will I attempt to in- 

quire into the Beginnings of theſe Troubles, or 
point out the firſt wrong Steps or Miſconduct of 
either Party; ſince on all Hands it is agreed, that 
the People of theſe Kingdoms are juſtly chargeable. 
with the Sin and Guilt of Rebellion and Murder, 
by refuſing their Allegiance to, and imbruing their 
Hands in the Blood of their-lawfal Sovereign, at- 
ter he had made all reaſonable, and more than 
reaſonable, Conceſſions to them, for the Security. 
of their Rights, and the Redreſs of their Griev- 
ances. I chuſe rather, in Purſuance of the main, 
Scope of this Diſcourſe, to recal to your Thoughts 
ſome of the fatal Effects and Conſequences of this 
unnatural Rebellion; wherein we may plainly 
diſcover the avenging Judgements of Providence, 
upon theſe guilty Nations, for their many Evil 
Deeds, and for the ne Treſpaſs 7 this 
Day. | 


WHEN uo King was left in Iſrael, when Regal 
and Prelatical Tyranny (for fo they were, pleaſed 
to call both) were totally ſuppreſſed; one would 
have expected, that the boaſted Scheme of Liber- 
5, ſo long and fo eagerly contended. for, would 
have ſhone torth i in its meridian Luſtre, and been 

the 
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the diſtinguiſhing Felicity of thoſe Times. But 
in truth, the very Reverſe of true Liberty enſucd ; 
even the vileſt and moſt abject Slavery ; Slavery 
m its moſt cruel and aggravating Circumſtances, 
of many to their I of all to their Fellow- 


Subjedts, 


OM is very notorious, that the People, during 


hs King's Reign, had been induſtrioufly taught 
to ſpeak loudly of Grievances; and ſome Griev- 
ances, no doubt, there were; inaſmuch as from 


Grievances, more or leſs, no human Adminiſtra- 
tion can be exempt. But what were the real 
Grievances complained of, in compariſon of thoſe 
that ſucceeded? of thoſe that were brought on 
this unhappy Nation by pretended Patriots, and 
under the ſpecious Promiſes of Relief and Redreſs? 
The neceſſary Supplies for ſupport of the Crown 
were repreſented as burthenſome to the Subject; 
and the unuſual Method by which ſome of them 
had been levied, much more ſo: and yet what 
was all this, when compared with a multitude of 
Taxes, forcibly extorted by the new Uſurpers, 
without any Precedent. of Cuſtom, Equity, or 
Law? Thus this infatuated Nation, in the Lan- 
guage of the Prophet, looked for Judgement, but 
behold Oppreſſion ; for Righteouſneſs, but behold a 
Cry. | 


Tux antient Laws of the Land, heretofore the 
Rule of every Man's Conduct, and the Guardian 


of his Rights, were either wholly ſuperſeded, or 


ſhamefully perverted. The new modelled Courts 
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of Juſtice, which. firſt brought the — to 
the Block, proved equally fatal and deſtructive 
to the beſt of his Subjects. And in fact, there 
ſcarcely was any Perſon, of what Rank or Con- 
dition ſoever, any Party of Men, or even Family 
throughout the Kingdom, but in ſome Inſtance 
or other became a conſiderable Sharer in this ſo 
general a Calamity. The vanquiſhed Royaliſts 
were extremely harraſſed; all the various Set; 
however difconcerted among one another, united 
againſt them. In the mean while, the contend- 
ing Factions at the Helm enjoyed little Satisfac- 
tion or Repoſe: their mutual Jealouſies created 
mutual Conteſts; and as they happened to pre- 
vail over each other by turns, ſo by turns they 
underwent the uſual Severities of thoſe Times, 
neee Coniſcations, and Death. 
Bur aden che Sufferings of theſe 1 
were equally remarkable, and the divine Judge- 
ments not leſs conſpicuous with regard to their 
religious as well as ciui Intereſts, When the Ene- 
mies of our ecclęſiaſtical Conſtitution had but too 
well ſucceeded in their Schemes of ſubverting it; 
when Epiſcopacy was aboliſhed, and aur Litur- 
gies ſet aſide; not only the Beauty of Holineſs, all 
Order and Decency i in divine Worſhip immediate- 
ly diſappeared, but the very Eſſentials of Chriſ- 
tianity were ſunk and loſt in the Ruins of the 
eftabliſhed Church. The Chriſtian ' Sacraments 
were either neglected or profaned ; their lawful 
Miniſters deprived and perſecuted; and the moſt 
acred Offices uſurped "=> debaſed by 1 
c 
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* illiterate, TWP Entbuſiafs. T he Walls 
of this our Sian being broken down, and the 
Fences both of Virtue and Religion being thus 
laid waſte and level with the Ground; nothing 
leſs could be expected, but that a Torrent of 
Ungodlineſs, Immorality, and Sacrilege would 
overflow the Land. The abſurdeſt Tenets of 
every kind were broached and maintained; old 
Hereſies were revived, and new Se&s and Schi ſins 
ſprang up and prevailed, to the everlaſting Re- 
proach of a Proteſlant Name and Nation. Such 
were the Effects of an hypocritical Zeal for 
greater Purity in Religion; theſe the Fruits and 
Advantages. of unreaſonable and unlawful * 
_—_— for Waben Reeezen Panty 
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- By 1 it pleaſed 4 Almighty i in the midſt of 
theſe, his Judgements to remember Mercy, and 
to ſhorten theſe Days of Trouble, Rebuke, and 


Blaſphemy : For with regard to this Part of our 
Conſtitution we may apply the Words of the 
Prophet,. Except the Lord of Hoſts had left unto 
us à very ſmall Remnant, we ſhould have been as 
Sodom, and wwe ſhould have been lite unto Gomor- 
rab. And to apply likewiſe the Words of St 
Paul to the preſent Occaſion, Now all theſe 
things happened to them for Enſamples ; and they 
are written. for: our. Admonition;W hich leads 
me, in the laſt Place, to conſider, the proper Uſes 
to be made of this 1 Faſt and Humiliation. 


As all tated Faſts both under the Feroiſh and 
Chriſtian Diſpenſation, were _ ipally intended 
C 2 for 
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for univerſal Repentance and Reformation; thi 
Day calls upon every Perſon to lament” the Sins 
of the Nation in general, and his own in parti- 
cular ; humbly to implore the divine Mercy and 
Forgiveneſ for our paſt Offences, Whether pub- 
lic or private; and to renew our Reſolutions, 
through Gop's gracious Aſſiſtance, of avoiding all 
ſuch for the future. 


Tr1s Day more particularly calls upon us to 
reflect on that enormous Sin, a moſt unnatural 
Parricide committed in our Land ; and openly 
toavow all poſſible Deteſtation and Abhorrence of 
ſo cruel and barbarous a Fact, in the Preſence of 
Gop and the Congregation, | This, I appre- 
hend to be agreeable to the Senſe as well as Ex- 


ample of our pious Legiſlators, thus enacting,— 


We therefore, the Lords and Commons in Parlia- 
ment aſſembled, do hereby renounce, abominate, and 
proteſt againſt that impious Murder, and moſt un- 
paralleled Treaſm. '- And. for the better Vindica- 
tion of ourſelves to Poſterity, and as a-laſting Mo- 
nument of our otherwiſe inexpreſſible Deteftation of 
this villainous and abominable Fatt, we deſire that 
the Anniverſary of this Day may or ever be ob= 
ſerved as a Foſs. 


Tu lis Day likewiſe cannot fail to remind us 
of the Sinfulne(s of Rebellion and its fatal Con- 
ſequences; and muſt make us cautious in tread- 
ing in thoſe Steps, or of being drawn into thoſe 
Snares, which led on our Forefathers to the De- 

| firuQtion: 
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ſtruction of King, Church, and State. It muſt 
inſpire us with Care and Vigilance of avoiding all 
Occaſion of fomenting Jealouſies and Diviſions 
among the People; and, above all, of aſſociat- 
ing with Perſons of turbulent and diſcontented 
Diſpoſitions. This Nation has ſufficiently expe- 
rienced the Miſeries of civil Diſcord, and thoſe 
numberleſs Calamities, which neceſſarily accrue 
from a long inteſtine War. If, by obſerving 
former Miſcarriages, Men muſt ſtrongly be in- 
duced to ſhun the like for the future ; and if Ex- 
perience will make Men wiſe ; the Hi/tory of this 
Day affords ample Matter of Wiſdom and In- 


ſtruction to all Orders and Degrees of Men 


amongſt us. 
THross that are in Authority and at the Helm 


of Affairs may learn from hence, not to exceed 
the juſt Limits of their Power; or to make even 
any ſeeming Encroachments on the Privileges of 
the Subject. And Subjects likewiſe may be taught 
from hence to and faſt in their Chriſtian and 
conſtitutional Liberty; but not to extend this 
Liberty to Licentiouſneſs ; not to uſe this Liberty 
for a Cloak of Maliciouſneſs, but as dutiful Ser- 
vants of Gop and the King. 


Tuis Day more eſpecially calls upon the Clergy 
for the Exerciſe of that particular Part of their 
holy Function, which conſiſts in inculcating the 
peaceable Doctrines of Chriſtianity; in preaching 
againſt Faction and Rebellion; and in recom- 
mending Obedience and Subjection to the Go- 
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vernment we live under: St Paul's Charge to 
Titus was, to put all Chriſtians, under his ſpiri- 
tual Juriſdiction, in mind to be ſubject to Princi- 
palities and Powers, and to obey Magiſtrates. The 
Neglect, ſhall I call it, of this apoſtalical Injunc- 
tion, or rather, as it was in truth, the moſt abo- 
minable perverting of it, contributed in a great 
Degree to the Troubles of this Nation, and the 
Tragedy of this Day. I muſt not forget, ſays 
the noble Hiſtorian, though it cannot be remembred 
without much Horror, that this flrange Wildfire 
among the People, was not ſo much or ſo furiouſly 
kindled by the Breath of the Parliament, as of 
their Clergy ; who both adminiſtred Fuel, and blowed 
the Coals in the Houſes too. And afterwards adds, 
— No good Chriſtian can, without Horror, think of 
thoſe Miniſters of the Church, who by their Func- 
tion, being Meſſengers of Peace,wwere the only Trum- 
pets of Mur and Incendiaries towards Rebellion. 


Tris Day alſo muſt remind us of the Excel- 
lency of our Government, and infpire us with a 
juſt Value and Regard for our Conſtitution in 
Church and State, We know what miſerable 
Confuſion enſued upon the Downfal of both ; 
which after various ineffectual Struggles and At- 
tempts, could not otherwiſe be removed than by 
a Reſtauration of both. With reſpect to our 
civil and religious Oeconomy we may juſtly boaſt, 
what even our Enemies allow, that we ſtand un- 
rivalled in the Chriſtian World. Shall we not 
then make this happy Conſtitution our Study and 
Delight? Oug ht we not to endeavour throughly 

to 
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to underſtand what is ſo much our Intereſt to 
cultivate and preſerve? And ſhould we not take 
proper Care to inſtil the ſame Notions into the 
riſing Generation, to the Intent that when they 
come 7 they may ſhew over Children the ſame ? 


* 1 has been remarked as a very great Misfor- 
tune to theſe Kingdoms, that ſeveral Perſons and 
Families, during the infamous Popi/h Perſecution, 

were obliged to fly to foreign Countries for Secu- 
rity and Subſiſtence; and there imbibed ſuch 
Principles of Polity and Religion, as were incom- 
patible with our Government: And theſe Princi- 
ples in proceſs of Time were propagated with ſo 
much Induſtry and Zeal, as to be greatly inſtru- 
mental in overturning it. It has likewiſe been 
remarked, that the Royal Family, after the in- 
human Murder of their Father, being forced in- 
to Exile, contracted there, in their younger Vears, 
ſuch Habits and Opinions, religious and political, 

as in ſucceeding Times had well nigh ſubverted 
the Religion and Liberties of our Country. And 
I wiſh we had not Occaſion further to remark, 

that the Faſhion of Educating our principal Youth 
abroad is but too much in vogue, and may prove 
in the Event prejudicial to theſe Kingdoms. For 
hereby they become in a great Meaſure eſtranged 
to our Laws and Religion eſtabliſhed, and are in 
danger of receiving unfavourable Impreflions with 
regard to both ; or at leaſt an Indifferency and Un- 
concern for either. How advantageous ſoever an 
Acquaintance with Foreign Nations may be 


deemed tor .accompliſhing the Man, it will per- 


haps, upon Experience, be found an improper 
Method of forming the 2outh, 
LASTLY, 
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LasTLY, This Day, which calls upon us to 
bewail the Calamities of former Times, naturally 
ſuggeſts to us the Felicities of the preſent. We 
have the Happineſs to live under a gracious Mo- 
narch, who perfectly underſtands, and thereby 
knows how to value that excellent Conſtitution, 
which he ſo firmly ſupports. He has ever ſhew- 
ed himſelf not leſs ſolicitous for the Privileges of 
the People than the Prerogative of the Crown. 
Like a true Father of his Country, he has not 
only, during his long and happy Reign over us, 
conſtantly promoted the Intereſt and Proſperity 
of theſe Nations, but concerted likewiſe the moſt 
prudential Means of their future Security and 
Repoſe. What then, humanly ſpeaking, can 
render us an unhappy People, but our own Follies, 
Vices, and Impieties? And theſe, as before was 
hinted, this Day calls aloud upon us all to con- 
ſider; correct, and amend... I ſhalt conclude 
with an Application of ſome of the Words of the 
Prophet Samuel, Behold the Lord hath fet à King 
over you, whom ye have defired, If ye will' fear 
the Lord, and ſerve him, and obey his Voice, and 
riot rebel againſt the Commandment of the Lord, then 
ſhall both ye and alſo the King that reigneth vver 
you, continue following the Lord your God. But 
if ye will not obey the Voice of the Lord, but rebel 
againſt the Commandment of the Lord, then ſhall 
the Hand of the Lord be againſt you, as it was 


againſt your Fathers. 


Now to Gop the Father, Gop the Son, and 
Gop the Holy Ghoſt, be aſcribed as is moſt 
due, all Praiſe, Might, Majeſty, and Do- 
minion, both now and for evermore. Amen. 
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